Cowbridge Charter Trust

Executive Committee Members: Alan Crossley, Chair, Dick Tonkin, Hon. Secretary, Percy Robson, Hon. Treasurer,

Sue Cox, Mike Fahey, Harry Hailes, Peter Jones, Linda Osborn.
Minutes of the Eleventh Annual General Meeting held on
Wednesday 11th March 2015 in the Lesser Hall of the Cowbridge Town Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Chairman for the AGM: Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards

1. Introduction. Alan Crossley thanked all present for attending and welcomed Sir Norman, the Trust’s President to the meeting and invited him to take the Chair. Sir Norman welcomed the mayor Cllr Peter Knapp and everyone to the meeting and, as visitors as well as Trust members had been invited to attend, he requested that only members of the Trust vote during the proceedings.

2.  Apologies for absence. Apologies had been received from the following members: Mrs R Clay, Mrs J Cory, Mr and Mrs P Jones, Mr and Mrs C.J. Lewis, Mr P Sain-ley-Berry,  Mr and Mrs J Sherratt, Mr C Street, Mr and Mrs J. F. Thomas, Mr and Mrs P Whiting, Mr G.R.S. Williams, Mr and Mrs R Wilson and from invitees Jane Hutt AM and Andrew R.T. Davies AM. 

3.  Approval of the Minutes of the AGM held on 12th March 2014. Copies of the minutes had been sent to members with the AGM Notice and had been posted on the Trust’s website; additional copies were available at the meeting. The Chairman invited queries and it was brought to his attention that the set of minutes which had been sent out was incomplete as Minute 6 was unfinished. Dick Tonkin apologised for this and read out the complete minute 6. Alan Crossley proposed they be accepted as a true record and Harry Hailes seconded the motion which was approved without objection by a show of hands.

4.  Trustees’ Annual Report for the year ended 30th November 2014. The Secretary read out the Trustees’ Annual Report

which inter alia confirmed that the T rust ensured that its work is for public benefit. The report provided explanations relating to some gifts received for the Renovation of the Bridge Plaque project and to the need for a general cash balance. Works undertaken in Old Hall Gardens and the public use of the reading circle and benches were mentioned as was the provision of bilingual information boards at Old Hall Gardens and children’s work books. It was reported that applications had been made to the Vale of Glamorgan for a licence and funding to cover maintenance work to the Town Walls and for the extension of the term of the Old Hall Gardens Land Management Agreement by another ten years to 2029 and its assignment to Cowbridge Charter Trust cio.
5.  Presentation and Adoption of the Accounts for the year to 30th November 2014 by Hon. Treasurer Mr Percy Robson. 

The treasurer reported that although the subscriptions appeared less, the previous year we had collected arrears which had swelled the earlier figure, so despite appearances we have not lost many members. We deleted some unnecessary insurance cover resulting in a reduced premium, though we have maintained 3rd party liability insurance. The treasurer referred to the substantial “Pride” and Environment Wales grants; the figures span three accounting years. Bringing the position up to the date of the AGM, the Trust’s value has reduced by only some £370, a satisfactory result for the year.The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Percy Robson, seconded by Mr H Field and approved without objection.

6. Report on the Transfer of Trust’s Operations to Cowbridge Charter Trust cio by Hon. Secretary Mr Dick Tonkin.

Dick Tonkin outlined the background to the application to the Charity Commission for registration of Cowbridge Charter Trust cio and confirmed that this occurred on 20th March 2014. He reported that the formal request made by the Trust to the Vale of Glamorgan Council for the assignment to Cowbridge Charter Trust cio of the Old Hall Gardens Land Management Agreement and its extension by 10 years to 2029 was made in April 2014 but only submitted to and approved by the Council’s Cabinet in January 2015. A draft deed remains awaited from the Council’s Legal Department. When agreed and signed, the transfer of the Trust’s assets, operations in Old Hall Gardens and insurance policies to Cowbridge Charter Trust cio will take place. The Trustees will subsequently become the sole members of the Trust.
7. Resolution 1: that the trustees are authorised to decide on the date that the membership of current members of the Trust shall terminate and shall advise members accordingly save that the trustees of Cowbridge Charter Trust will continue to be members and trustees of the Trust until such time as their membership of the Executive Committee shall cease or the Trust is dissolved. Sir Norman read out the resolution which was proposed by Dick Tonkin and seconded by Alan Crossley and passed unanimously.
7.  Election of the Executive Committee.

The Secretary having confirmed that the names on the Agenda were the only nominations received for Officers and Members of the Executive Committee, namely:-

Honorary Officers: Chair: Harry Hailes; Hon. Secretary: Dick Tonkin; Hon. Treasurer: Percy Robson
Executive Committee Members: Sue Cox, Alan Crossley, Mike Fahey, Linda Osborn and Peter Jones,
the Chairman declared that they be elected en-bloc which was approved unopposed.

8. Closure of meeting. The Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.55pm.  

  I accept these minutes as a true record of the Annual General Meeting held on the 11th March 2015
Chairman …………………………………………………..              Date ……………………………………..


